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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-20 are pending in this application and presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 1 , 1 1 , and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(a) as being anticipated by 
Maffeis etal. (Maffeis), U.S. Patent No. 6,877,023 B1. 

4. As to claim 1 , Maffeis discloses an electronic peripheral device (Fig. 1 , item 2c) 
for coupling to an electronic system (Fig. 1, items 1a and 3; Col. 3, In. 3-6 and 15-16), 
the electronic system being selectively coupled to a first wireless network or a second 
wireless network by the electronic peripheral device (Fig. 1 , items 3, 5, and 7; Col. 2, In. 
50-51 , 54-56, and 59-60. The first wireless network is connected over a wireless 
transport protocol. The second wireless network is connected over a 
telecommunications network, such as GSM.), the electronic peripheral device 
comprising: 

a first module with which the electronic system accesses the first wireless 
network, comprising a first interface (Fig. 1, "WAP" and 3; Col. 2, In. 50-51); and 
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a second module with which the electronic system accesses the second wireless 
network (Fig. 1, items 4a and 7; Col. 2, In. 54-56), comprising: 

a second interface coupled to the first interface for transmitting a plurality of 
signals between the first module and the second module (Fig. 1,. items 4a, 7, and 
"WAP"; Col. 1, In. 9-12; The interfaces are coupled through the Message Server, item 
1a, and transmit messages across interfaces to different types of wired and wireless 
networks.); 

a third interface coupled to the electronic system for transmitting a plurality of first 
signals or a plurality of second signals between the electronic system and the second 
module (Fig. 1, item "TCP"; Col. 1, In. 9-12. The TCP interface can transmit messages 
from the Telco Network, item 7, across the TCP connection to the Message Server, item 
1a.); and 

a processor for controlling the transmission of the first signals and second signals 
(Fig. 1 , item 1a; It is inherent that the message server has a processor.); 

wherein when the electronic system is coupled to the first wireless network, the 
first module transmits the first signals received from the first wireless network to the 
electronic system through the first interface, the second interface, and the third interface 
in order, and transmits the first signals received from the first interface to the first 
wireless network, and when the electronic system is coupled to the second wireless 
network, the, second module transmits the second signals received from the second 
wireless network to the electronic system through the third interface, and transmits the 
second signals received from the third interface to the second wireless network (Fig. 1 , 
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items 2c, "WAP", 3, 1a, 5, "TCP", 4a, 7, and 2e; Col. 1, In. 9-12; Col. 2, In. 27-35; 
Messages may be transmitted from the first wireless network, via WAP through a first 
interface, through the Message Server, and back out across the second and third 
interfaces, the TCP and Telco Network.). 

5. As to claims 1 1 and 20, the claims are rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 
above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 2-10 and 12-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Maffeis, in view of what is well known in the art. 

8. As to claims 3 and 13, Maffeis discloses the second wireless network is a Global 
System for Mobile Communications (GSM) network (Fig. 1, item 3; Col. 2, In. 54-56), as 
opposed to the applicant's claim that the first wireless network is a GSM network. 
However, Official Notice is taken that this is a trivial difference and that Maffeis can 
transmit in both directions. The thrust of Maffeis's teachings is translating messages 
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between any wired or wireless formats. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the teachings of Maffeis by 
using GSM for the first wireless network, in order to translate between GSM and other 
formats as needed. 

9. As to claims 4 and 14, Maffeis discloses the first wireless network is a Wireless 
Local Area Network (WLAN) (Fig. 1, item 3; Col. 1, In. 9-12; Col. 3, In. 3-6), as opposed 
to the applicant's claim that the second wireless network is a WLAN. However, Official 
Notice is taken that this is a trivial difference and that Maffeis can transmit in both 
directions. The thrust of Maffeis's teachings is translating messages between any wired 
or wireless formats. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to modify the teachings of Maffeis by using WLAN for the 
second wireless network, in order to translate between WLAN and other formats as 
needed. 

10. As to claims 2, 5-10, 12, and 15-19, Official Notice is taken that GPRS, USB, 
UART, PCMCIA, PCI, and CardBus are well known means of enabling communication 
between devices and/or systems in the computer-networking field. 

Maffeis's teachings are directed toward enabling communication between any 
kinds of devices over any kind of network (Col. 1, In. 9-12). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the 
teachings of Maffeis by including the well known GPRS, USB, UART, PCMCIA, PCI, 
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and CardBus for the purpose of enabling communication between devices and/or 
systems in the computer-networking field (Maffeis: Col. 1, In. 9-12). 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See the Notice of References Cited (PTO-892). 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian P. Whipple whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1244. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:30 AM to 5:00 PM EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571) 272-3913. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





Brian P. Whipple 
8/27/07 



